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Widening global inequalities make it difficult for parents in developing nations to provide for their

children, and both mothers and fathers often find that migration in search of higher wages is their

only hope. Their dreams are straightforward: with more money, they can improve their children's

lives. But the reality of their experiences is often harsh, and structural barriers&#151;particularly

those rooted in immigration policies and gender inequities&#151;prevent many from reaching their

economic goals.Sacrificing Families offers a first-hand look at Salvadoran transnational families,

how the parents fare in the United States, and the experiences of the children back home. It

captures the tragedy of these families' daily living arrangements, but also delves deeper to expose

the structural context that creates and sustains patterns of inequality in their well-being. What

prevents these parents from migrating with their children? What are these families' experiences with

long-term separation? And why do some ultimately fare better than others?As free trade

agreements expand and nation-states open doors widely for products and profits while closing them

tightly for refugees and migrants, these transnational families are not only becoming more common,

but they are living through lengthier separations. Leisy Abrego gives voice to these immigrants and

their families and documents the inequalities across their experiences.
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Abregoâ€™s Sacrificing Families presents a poignant account of families often split by the decision

to migrate from El Salvador to the United States and the barriers they encounter in U.S. immigration



policies which enforce separations. The author examines what prevents parents from migrating with

their children, their experiences with long-term separations, and why some families do better than

others. Although the book takes a long view, it offers perspective that would help us understand the

recent surge in unaccompanied minors coming to the United States. Many of them have families in

this country from which theyâ€™ve been separated for years. A great read and very accessible. I

recommend it highly.

A great read, with an a true analysis of the different ways illegality disrupts the migration, settlement,

and reunification process of Central American families. Abrego does an excellent job of analyzing

the structural disadvantages that continuously limit and oppress Latina/o immigrants in their effort to

achieve the "American dream". Definitely recommend it.

Would recommend this book to anyone who wants to know about migration and why Latinxs

continue to migrate

Great read and very enlightening.

Great book! Highly reccomend
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